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Statement of Intent

At Great Whelnetham, we believe that all pupils should be able to confidently communicate
their knowledge, ideas and emotions, both verbally and through their writing. Our intent is
that pupils acquire a wide vocabulary, a solid understanding of grammar and be able to spell
new words by effectively applying the spelling patterns and rules they learn throughout their
time in primary school. We want all of our pupils to be capable readers, writers, spellers and
speakers, who can transfer their English skills to other curriculum subjects and who are
prepared for the next steps in their education. In addition to English lessons, English is
taught in a cross-curricular way, linking up with other areas of the curriculum. We teach our
pupils to speak clearly, to convey their ideas fluently and confidently and to ask questions.
We know the value of excellent vocabulary and this is developed and practised across our
curriculum constantly.

We want them to write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style
in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences. We believe that all pupils should be
encouraged to take pride in the presentation of their writing, in part by developing a good,
joined, handwriting style by the time they move to secondary school.

We believe that all good writers refine and edit their writing over time, so we want children to
develop independence in being able to identify their own areas for improvement in all pieces
of writing, editing their work effectively during and after the writing process. We want to
produce children who write with confidence and accuracy for a variety of purposes and
audiences whilst developing their own individual flair.

We want the children to read for pleasure, and we model an nuture a love of reading. On
leaving, they will have had access to a wide range of text types, genres and authors in order
for them to make informed opinions about their favourites.

We do not put ceilings on what pupils can achieve in writing and we do not hold pre-
conceptions about any pupils’ ability to make progress. We understand the importance of
parents and carers in supporting their children to develop both grammar, spelling and
composition skills, and so we want to encourage a home-school partnership which enables
parents and carers to understand how to enhance the skills being taught in school. Our
curriculum closely follows the aims of the National Curriculum for English 2014 to enable
all children to:

e read easily, fluently and with good understanding
e develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information



e acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic
conventions for reading, writing and spoken language

e appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage

e write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a
range of contexts, purposes and audiences

e use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly
their understanding and ideas

e are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations,
demonstrating to others and participating in debate.

These aims are embedded across our literacy lessons and the wider curriculum. We will
provide the means for children to develop a secure knowledge-base in Literacy, which
follows a clear pathway of progression as they advance through the primary curriculum.
Rigorous assessment and review will ensure that we are able to provide targeted support
so that all children experience success in literacy; we believe that a secure basis in
literacy skills is crucial to a high quality education and will give our children the tools they
need to participate fully as a member of society.



